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| A Description of Affairs in Fiji.

1 will first spoak of Lavuka. My original im.
prossions of it are fally coofirmed. Never was
there & greater mistake than to describe it asa
place incapable of extension. It ia trap that
there is 4t prescot but one principal street, which
tates the beach, and a few iregularly shaped and
Lat partly oceapied stroots hore and thers fo the

| rear; bat there ia plenty of unocenpied spaoe.
do not think that there is anywhors Jess than a
furiony of available ballding groand between the
present kigheator wark aud the foot of the hille
Fhon again thore are valleys of considemble ex-
teat at either end of the peesant town, and tw
native towns which, h;r-lha-h_ve, will be * glsprb-
ed”  Lastly, there would be very Little difficalty
in reclaiming & considerable area from  the sea
Thero is space enoerh ai and arvand the present
* Loeaka™ for a city of more than 10,000 inkabi.

tants, the busy part of which will be the present orlinucy misrepresontations bave been persever | won framed, and well it might, when it was pese-

f Sagpur of supecior geaity, sew comlang | flal and the wharl fronteges addad thereto by | ingly circulated na to facts materally affectiog l

reciamation from the sea, while the ndjacant hills
and wallers will ba thickly stadded with saburben
residences. 1 bhave pever seen Boer villa sites
than on someo of the epots mear Levuke. Al
ready there are o zood many haodsome anil com-
mxdtoas houses on the hills. but the matgral frcil-
ities of the place in thes reapeet have been as vel
mte very littlo use of. Natare has dose much
fur it, bat bas kad searcely aoy assistance from
mrt.

This latter feature of the Fijian capital, par-
ticalariy as vezards the town itsel, s whet
strikes ooe utthe oateet, amd ia the cacse of
pearly all that bas been sald smuinet it.  Asthere
bus hitherto been no law, there are sbsolutely xo
ganitary armangementa.  Popalar opinion may
sotve to keep romdies in check, bat it is power-
less as rezunds the jamming togothee of hocses
witheot reference to tpace or onler, or as aguinst
sccomulations of filth, and the sbsence of all
thowm arrangewenis for cléanliness and decency
which zre elzewhere coasidered of the frstim-
poriance, and which are absolotely neceéssars to

servalion of the patilic health, It is only
to traverse Lawnka. and its vicinity,
Jes sonses iy 3 Lolerably active stale, to
od that it mixst be very unhealthy.
wiofly enamerate its pripcipal delects in
this respect.  In the firet place. boases have been
bailt with very litle regard to regularity or the
for thie freo circalation of

ailomance of doe space

alr and the pressrvation of decency. Hesondly,
ihese are swa piad 82 taro groneds in the

ol
is hot wearher, very unwholesome exhalations

very heart ¢ town, which must send forth,
here sre o arrangements whatever for
the state of
im [evukag < beck premissd ™ may be
imagined tkas described.  Foorthly, the
wverse (e town, and from whick

sl—of the water ased for do-
therein 15 drawo.sre not oaly
places of both races, and the generl
alsfilzie for wushiop tuls, but have sulll

==

lss

st} sved. A kiree amoant of slaaghtering
for axample, is doze st some distance up Tologa
rre=k, and the blesd 2o filth passes from thence
Nreuzh part of the town sre It restses tne sm
It is tro= (hat there is 3 constaut and mpid Sow
of wateg, bet gome of the wlil matter mgst e

a it¢ passage. Closets are also baiit

nt tropical vegetation, which
If & cralor of mizsma o
cosnes are the peoeral recepta-
¢ of Gk and mbbisk, snd were it
L wrough clanung which tbay occa-
olly receive from the beasy rainfull, their

would be sbomivable. TFiltbly, much of
&2, which is dischsrsed by these
walerzogrs=s, 07 ezt overboand from the vassels

alyle

the rahlsad

r. k& washad op (oto the shallow waters
skirt the bearh. A greal grievancs (o
treams oo (althoosh it can scurcely be suid
ve 2oy sasitary goestion), is ohe state of
wifs—is spwme places nothing but stubbors
p of stones of all sizges ; in otbers

which, altbough plessuct

4
&,

t loam,
westber. teoomes alter a shower

s sbowars are puslly freguent bece) pacuimrly

o in &
ad S l-l.‘

steky.

All these evili, howerer, may be remadied
ere Or léss pompletely. A 228 Job it will Le
for thos= who bave o o the work. Bot it is
oo Lhat semet Le doss nevertheliss

1 kxve 3 good deal more to say abeut Letuka

the Lavukans, but it & necessury. I think,

sre U 2 Farther, (3t 1 sbiogld tosch spoa ke
poiilical aspoes ™ of Fgu 1 will coly add jost
zow, 5 to 1his yosag isdicd capital, that it s a

place of ascsalies. Withest law, yot cowparing
fsrerubiy (on the whole), 20 10 booesty and gosd
vy towns whick are well proyiled
ol with manstraies asd polxesen—a place
sher= mood ligeer i cotsumad, et which bas in
oiksr respects & pecsiisrly morsi charscisr. the
- #ocal evil © of ptber lands being sheo-
it mnkoown—s plsce where there is ok times,

5
ih

UTIEr, W

srveal

cerias cinsses, 8 pood deal of mady-
nr witkis am) arcend it the Hemants
of 3 kigh-tonad scesely.

There bave beso magy atlempis o form a2
Gorernaeat for FiL esch of which has, in i
tern, ~cocse o griel™ Thst which is mow ia
pretess F e ool prusisg of the whals,
altbough theve sexed be & guod daaf of trosbie
2ed o s=d, moy be, some impostast mod
Btices o= the things which have bees ali
sicely cut sod drfed. aad lock very Eor spen
pepar, can b= f5lly aod practicully curied ost.
Do 2 is ahsodately szcesmry that Fij shosld b
geoeided with mase gart of Gorersoent whizh
cax and will o istersstiomally resoguized. In
wome way of other. acd by soesg peogle or other, |
1855 @ as 2ad wiich muef be achiscad.  Thar ks |
kg been Gt by everyiody. exspl. periagm. |
a lew people 13 Leveks fo whom x government
of aay bind woald be Seasiefsl Bel whis
such waa the soivevas] Geling, 00 coe Eemed
sl or wikng Lo ==devtsks the taX or o kzow
bow to goabeat 2. Ecme pmt their Gith i

| patic mestizas—ebogt lhe Tery worst hamdstion
| tizt zsyeos poaid attempt to beild s Govemaeat
tises, imsgiseg from Loed Kinberler's dupatch
=3 from Tasiow sewspear srtiches oo the psiiaet,
it thoy cocid bepaliy ssraidish ek institations ;
retgsios of Siste e fepdia what (ke hwex
etler;] axn pad, sader oy Chcumstzses, sl
55 a Gorer==est fov and emcug thecssives iz

=I=q.

|
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v ————

any of the Islands of the Pacific Ocean. A thind
cluss would have liked 10 have left tha manage-
ment of all native sifiirs in the hands of the
oative chieftaing, and to have had a
gean manicipal-——government for the whites ;
| but besidos the great difficulty of working oot
sach » scheme. the basis for the white men's pro-
| posed goseroment was wanting. They coold not
give any manicipal powers (o themselves, and the
natire rulwrs, not having pay meognizable pesition
as Princes capable of granting chartors of ineor-
poration, coald not confer mach powers. Al
| parties would have boen glal 10 soe somw great
Power step in and take pozsession of the whole
archipelago,  But note of the great Powers folt
| incliced ta do anything of tho sort, especially the
Power towards which the moat hopefol wyes
wore enst—iireat Britain.  And bere let me
| paase for an instant 1o say that the most extra-

English sterference ; sometimes through igno-
rance. bat often, it is 1o be foared, with an intent
W lewd the British Government inlo n task
which once utidertaken could not be abundoned.
It was constantly assumed und declared —1. That
Thakombau was King of Fiji. 2 That us snch
King he was ready and willing to eede the whole
conntry to Great Britain, or to any great musri-
time Power which wooll accept the soversignty
—in shoet, that the Kiypdom of Fifi was going
abemmog. & -And that Fiji conld, at very little
trocble and expense, have beon converted intoan
ordetly British colopy. and the Fijians themsolves
—chiels and people —iuta peaceful and law-.
ubiiding Brtish subjects.  Now, the fucls are—
L. That Thakambaa has naver, until very recontly
* indead (within the last week or so) been King of
Fiji de jure. bat only King of Baa ; and that be
in not even now s far King of Fiji de /o, as
that he coald cede the whole Archipeligo to s
forelgn Power. 2 That Thukombay bad never
biail the slightest intention of coding even his own
domintons in such 4 manner 28 would make them
s Brntsh colony in the true sensaof the térm,
apd would make bimsell and bis people British
subjjecta; bat has only, when under pressare from
without, bean desirons of invoking a protectorta
which shoald recognize and support his nuthority
as Kirg of Baw. Keep the white men in order,
and sid by s infleence sad weslth In the mutecial
progress of tha country. 3. And thar nothing
but a merely Protectorate Government would at
any tme have been possible — that is to sy,
without a sacrifice of blood snd treasure which is
not to be thought of ; for slibvogh the Fijians
mizht bave sabmitled for & time to the Jegad
restraunts of a Brutlsh colonial administration, it
woald certnicly oot have been for lomg. Aan
efficient Protectomte Government, to which all
the ruling chiefs would have submitted, could; no
doubt, fave besn very easily formed, and very
cheaply maintamed ; but if the Britiah Ministry
wers nel prepared 1) sccept sapromacy in Fiji on
thesa terme, \Bey did quite right in refnsing it
Bat et o# retom 1o the presmnt state of things.
It being felt on all hands that something most be
done ; that this somethiog wast be initisted by
- -
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regarded as the prwscipals nod leaders wers too
basy to undgrtake the work, it was boklly, thongh
quietly, entersd upon by others  Thakomban
beang andoabiediy & suvereign ehiof, and the naly
sach chief who eonld bocome the head of a (fan-
stitatiosal Kirgdom. with Leveks for ita eapital,
1 was resolved 1o rely upon his sethority fora
tusis. Ooe fine day. tharslore, and with bat very
skart potice, the Levainns were told that it was
the piaasure of King Thekombaz to found a Con-
stitutions] Government in =sd for kis dominions,
and that. for this purpose, he had appoiated
¢eriain gentlemen lo certain high ministerial
ofices.  Popular indignation was srouvsed to a
great extent, especially at all this having been
done 34 guiotly and withoat any pablic meetings.
Ths new Goverament wad bot ouly sconted &t as
| self-zonstitutel, [whick o doobt it was) bat was
msde the suuject of s formal protest to the Brit-
ish Conszl, and w23 denounced in all manper of
wauys 28 3 “sham.” if not something worse. In
the meantitee, bowever, the “ Ministers™ went
steadily on, engaged o twostorind wooden build-
ing. Stted it ap nently for = Gorernmeont Offfces,”
sugagsd 4 lew Civil seramts (b2 essiost part of
therr a5k, theve beiog pleoty of candidates ) and
began o orgasize exeulive machipery. Now
that the thisg was dove, masy of the bast men
in the plate cime In and gave it thelr sopport,
somae of them taking office, althoagh learing the
cnginators of the movement 10 do most of the
work. I8 was the mme with many others who
bursied 0 Levoka from ther plantations, and
who were opposed. perbaps, more to the leaders
thay L3 the movement faell  Os inguiry, they
fonnd tbe thiog was bsing worked cat in am in
teiligect practical way; that a foundation lad
bevn lsid wpou which no eficient government
might be beilt op; and that it woold be ok
folly sot to try sud work it oel.  Tha Ministers,
Lo, went the proper way io work to dimns op-
position, by sutmmonivg 8 convention of delegatas
from all parts of the Archkipelsgs lo eonitruet &
Cozgitativa. The delagates were elected, but
the geners! [eeling seemed still against the Gov-
srament. In soms placesi—in Levaln, apaciily
—ibe most delermised resstance was spoken of,
asd flerce altsrks spon the movement itsll, and
sl who sspporiad it, sppesred in the newspapers.
s ssperior 35t of Den—persves who would be
requrdsd & 5tk in aoy Asstralian Lagislaturs ;.
sod they Lsd wot long mst ere the mspect of
things tegan to ckange. I was folt by them, a0
it had beew by others, that Thakumbao's sivie
ers wera acling in pesfectly good fuith ; that
there was at Jength & chasee of fuming an of-
factive and itbersl goversment for all Fiji ; sad
that if this chuses ware Lot slip there woald pever,
16 oll probudility, be ssch snother.  The erowsing
the adbasicn of Masfa, the Tai Lag, the ouly
graat chisf of Fiji who eonld bave scecemlully
whose sapport Thakombaa could never bare bsen

this speaker, with space ou each side for diatin-
guished visitors, » chalr ued table for the eleck,
and a steanger’s gullory.  Small wiogs were sddind
ed fir sponkor's room, refresbivent room, ete.
Tho delegates wont to work with s will, sitting
every duy nearly the whole day and Snishing their
busivess 10 = croditable manner which some of
| our colonial legisiators woald do well Lo imitate,
| Mr. Butters was chosen Spesker, and Mr. Frees
| mun appointed (Terk, both gentemen beoing wail
Cknowa In Awstralia. A Constilution was vesy

ly i evary raapect an cooct copy of the Hamaiion
Cosatituison. A the work progressed, opposi-
| tiow to tha Government beeame loss and at bust
almost consed to oxist. The native chiefs wnd
fureign delagates at first sat and voted together,
bat &3 the chiefs voted with the Gosvrnmunt en
mersze on nil qeestions. nnd mipht on some fatare
| pecusion vole in s sumilar manner with the Josles
of an opposition, it was theught better that they
should #it in & saparate chamber and consider the
the whole of the matters s be determined apon,
recommaending such alterations or amendments an
they might deom necessary. The chiefs thea-
selves preferred this, and the srrangemest was
fuand to work very well
| On the oecasion of my fiest visit to the Hosse
they were debating on a resolation ia reference
| o an inteodmi expodition for the punishment of
the Ba mordsrore.  Foreigners had volusteered
from vanions parts of the groap to make d¢p o
force fos this purpose, many of them Leing st-
tended by armed laborers, They had hkewise
secared & promise of native aasistance on & mther
large senle, and they were delarmined 1o proceed
with their expedition in any case. bat ihey want-
od the Vunt Vala (King Thukomben) to semd
with them n enflicwnt somber of his own warrioes
to make suocwss quite certain.  The okl king ob-
Jected Lo the taking of aay steps for the punish-
| ment of the moantainesrs antil such panishment
conld be made thoroughly effectanl ; antil, in faee,
| hin mesures coald be w0 well matared and the
{orees at his command 8o anmeroas and do well
wquipped a8 to ensure 2a complate a ssbjngation
of the moantain tribes of Vit Lovn sa had al=
' mwady been made by the people of ke Leroni
district, the mountaincors of Ovalan. He pownt.
| od ont that having bewn hurrisd into war by the
foreignars agninst his own judgment, to svange
the murder ol the Hev. Mr, Hakos, bud oaly re-
aulted in = defeat, which had made \he mountain.
cors more dangerous than ever, ol bs avowsl
bis determination tot to be again il [ota & mmi-
lar error, Al the samo time bowever, he declur-
od lié readinesa to protect the foreign settlers
of Ba aguinst farther aggression W they would
for the present act only on the defensive. Thia

determination bad been announced by the minis-
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concarred in the wisdom of this courss and con-
| demued the propossd expedition. But the Ba
=tlers through their dolemtes had aeked fur n
reconsideration of the quertion and the sending
ut onoe of & large native loree. 1 maw and heard
encagh however to coovinos me that Soth the
charseter of the delemtos and thair ohewrvanes
| of the forma ond eourtesien of Jegislative bodies,
that the bly wonld pune very fn ¥
with any of the senalorial sssemblies in Assten-
lim.  The resalt of the debale was = large majon-
ty In favor of the Government. Another reso-
| lotion was subseqoently pused bowever, begging
the esrnest and prompt attantion of the govern-
went to this subject and it was &t once promised.

My second and last vielt to this Hoass was
‘vmmﬁomﬂmm was sgned awl the dele-
gates released from their labors. 'The seine was
oge never ta be furgollen. On sither side of the
spproach 1o the flovss war an srmed gaasd of
| natives wearing no oniform bat their ordinry e
dur, but with their swords lipped looking rather
| formidable. The Houso itself was cruwded amd
| Wbe stranger's gailory filled with fashionably drwes-
ed ladies. ln the hody of the houee, besides the
deleyatés, there were alwo the principal zative
chisle, all fine noblelooking fallows, clotbed in
1hs gative manaer with white shirte and andis
of native cluth in ample folde.  The Gueen and
| saveral native ledies wers also seuted in the body
of the bouse. Her Majesty i & verg stout but
rather comaly woman She and her ladics wern
| uli well drawed »fter the pative style, with x kiod
of pivafors resching from the seck (o the wast,
complutely covering the bust but laviog the srme
frew, and & pettisost from the waist reaching to
| the knes, the varicns gurments being of dilfersnt
material zod color, geseraliy rich ami gap. Be-
fore the Eing came it wes of coorse nasomery
that averybody sboald reiamn shasks to every-
| budy whick wes oll dins jn due onler. The Mia-
bad resalted in the sdopting of s really excellent
'and hberal & Comstitstion. The speaker was
thasked for the sble 38d courteces mamser i
| which be bad raled the House, sad the delegstes
themsslves wers thazked by the ministers and
Lspeskier. Sevessl of the nativen then mads shart
bet clequant speeches whick wers interprated by
the ilsv. Mr. Nettietoo, in reference o the new
dsy which was dsaning upen Fiji swd the happy
resalts Jikely w esave from the united sforts of
' the twy racws.  Diirmetly afiar thin the Kiag w-
tered the Hogse. He in o Sow baoking 6l
tarebeaded and wore & skirt of mowy whitensss,
with 36 ample snin of fne pative clath, bet o

reaily “Kisg of P." Tha oely chief of asy | Nest

note who ressiced sull ostsids the pale was Tai
was plain 1o all who ksew sy
piities that be wast follow Maafa's besd—
bes sace docs lo 3 maneer [ will hereafar
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Perched on 8 low bt staep bill shost the evs-
ter of the toos sed staadisg & M
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